Introduction to the book: The Introduction lays out the key themes of the book, introduces the central concepts of re/membering and dismemberment, outlines the history of child migration between the United States and El Salvador, and details the connections between the core concepts of the book and ethnography as a research method. This chapter, like all of the chapters, opens and closes with a vignette.
Discussion Questions
1. Why is this book called "Exiled Home"? What are the possible meanings of this title? 2. The author chose to open the book with a vignette about a testimony recounted at a sanctuary caravan stop in 1987. How does this vignette introduce the themes of the book? 3. What does the author mean by "re/membering" and "dismemberment"? What do you think of these concepts? Can you think of other examples of situations that involve "dismemberment," or other activities that could be described as "re/membering"? Tobar, indicate about how variation in language can also serve as a source of creativity? 2. What does the author mean by "gap" and "disjuncture" in this chapter? What sorts of gaps are described in the chapter? 3. This chapter also includes numerous narratives of personal experiences. Which stand out to you and why? 4. What challenges did the young people who are featured in this book face growing up in Southern California? How did they respond to these challenges? 5. In what ways does this chapter highlight young people's creativity? 6. In the conclusion, the author writes that the material presented in this chapter demonstrates "the continued salience of race in producing belonging and exclusion" (p. 92). Based on your own experiences, do you agree that race continues to be salient in settings such as schools, neighborhoods and the workplace? Why or why not Activities/Assignments for students 1. Write a short essay about your own experience growing up and going to school. How does your experience compare to those described in the chapter? Are there any that you can relate to? In particular, what sorts of social groups existed in the high school that you attended? 2. Go to the US Census Bureau website and look up the demographics of the city that you live in. Now go to your campus website and look at the characteristics of the student population. How do they compare to the city where you are living? What does this comparison suggest regarding the accessibility of college education in your community? 3. People in the United States speak English differently from each other, whether due to regional variation, ethnic background, learning English as a second language, age, or other factors. Have you ever felt criticized because of the ways that you speak English (or another language)? Could what others may have criticized actually be a source of strength? Make up a short story that includes dialogue, in order to explore these issues. 4. Interview someone that you know about their childhood. Were they born in the U.S. or did they immigrate from elsewhere? What was the neighborhood where they grew up like? What were their experiences going to school? How and when did they get their first job? In class, present a short oral report on the results of the interview. After you have listened to other students' reports as well, reflect as a group on common themes and sources of variation. 
Additional Resources

